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2026 ASEC CONTINUING CONVERSATIONS VIRTUAL WORKSHOP SERIES

THE BUSINESS OF ALASKA RURAL ENERGY:
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATIONAL SUSTAINABILITY

WORKSHOP AGENDA

8:30 AM AKT | Welcome and Opening Remarks

* Dominique Pride, Research Associate Professor, University of Alaska Fairbanks, Alaska
Center for Energy and Power
* Mike Dunleavy, Governor, State of Alaska

8:45 AM AKT | Rural Energy at a Crossroads: The Systems that Keep Alaska’s
Communities Running

* Katie Conway, Energy & Bulk Fuel Program Manager, Denali Commission
* Jade Powell, Training Manager, REAP

9:30 AM AKT | PCE 101: How Does It Work?

* Michael Rovito, Deputy Director, Alaska Power Association

e Tim Sandstrom, Chief Operating Officer, Alaska Energy Authority

* Steve Colt, Research Professor, University of Alaska Fairbanks, Alaska Center for Energy
and Power

10:15 AM AKT | Break
10:30 AM AKT | Regulatory Commission of Alaska - Regulation in Rural Alaska

» Steven Jones, Consumer Information Officer I, Regulatory Commission of Alaska

11:00 AM AKT | When the Storm Hits: Resilience and Response in Rural Energy Systems
e Christopher McConnell, Rural Energy Programs Manager, Alaska Energy Authority

11:45 AM AKT | Microgrids, Macro Challenges: The Realities of Running Rural Alaska's
Power Systems

* Andrew Jensen, Policy Advisor, Office of the Governor of the State of Alaska

* Jason Custer, VP Corporate Development, Alaska Power & Telephone

 Bill Stamm, President & Chief Executive Officer, Alaska Village Electric Cooperative
12:30 PM AKT | Closing Remarks

Click on any presenter to view their presentation.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NOuwd02284izjKmXHGOI1UUhUpGppuLQ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16zVIbq6LH-kdzhkFE_ioi77d1D4-HupT/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZOpcNogBWYva_9jgZ28bimQmGdp-r03u/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yVf2g3O1j6kTAWXLUtclDZzloa7d-WV2/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZP72gtZ3MMiWqFEqbcOICYEeaPA0Hdv6/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-e48b1PJSGXbtHt-MdLzS2BXVLqAeVTq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Op9pIzB6Pol43DQzoC7GdFtzVzP61CFe/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VslHpoidVLuCq35DBTJkgk1dBKBVBfGi/view?usp=drive_link
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WORKSHOP AGENDA

8:30 AM AKT | Welcome Remarks

* Michelle Wilber, Grid Edge Research Group Lead, University of Alaska Fairbanks, Alaska
Center for Energy and Power

8:45 AM AKT | Do Renewables Actually Save Money in Rural Alaska? Evidence on Costs,
Subsidies, and Cooperative Models

* Gwen Holdmann, Chief Scientist, University of Alaska Fairbanks, Alaska Center for Energy
and Power

9:30 AM AKT | Pooling Regional Resources: Building Scale, Capacity, and Sustainable
Energy Solutions

* Edward Dellamary, Rural Energy Manager, Tanana Chiefs Conference
* Amanda Toerdal, Community Planning & Development Program Director, Kawerak, Inc.

10:15 AM AKT | Break
10:30 AM AKT | Bulk Fuel Aggregation Study: Exploring New Models for Sustainability

* Shelly Wade, Principal::Owner, Agnew::Beck Consulting
* Mark Swenson, General Manager & Principal Engineer, HDL Engineering Consultants, LLC

11:00 AM AKT | Building a Utility Collaborative: Strengthening Energy Resilience in the
Lake and Peninsula Borough

* Nathan Hill, Manager, Lake and Peninsula Borough
11:30 AM AKT | Independent Power Producers: Rethinking the Rural Energy Business Model

* Katya Karankevich, Project Manager, The Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium
* Leah Olsen, Engineer, DeerStone Consulting

12:15 PM AKT | Closing Remarks

Click on any presenter to view their presentation.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aWIVM2Pl3XysB_Y-0X3Fr_lu6b3Lnb09/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1emi-SzD67Ls7tffoOgTvnRXrOpL9iinI/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MXX0rX3fZB1eMJWGVIItSQx60ivC9Nmw/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FigR2WFR8lbXKPFahUsmvj-tv-uxSiTw/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WONXtS7m96PsY3lNA2xcBhOVpd9jIWzh/view?usp=drive_link

